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7" Sunday after Pentecost

Immanuel Lutheran Church, - LCMS
Lakefield, Minnesota
July 12, 2026

Free, Faithful, Flourishing

As We Gather
Any gardener will admit they have seen certain plants flourish
while others fail. The plants don’t get a choice in the matter. A
plant cannot affect the amount of sunlight, moisture, or attention
it receives. It simply grows the way it was designed to. You have
been planted by the Lord in His garden. You have seen the light
of His Gospel, been watered in Baptism, and been nourished by
heaven’s food. You have been designed to flourish! A pear tree
doesn’t grow pumpkins, and neither do the redeemed fall back
into fear or slavery. You are the harvest of the Lord. We grow to
His glory.



Preparation
Hymn: 584 Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing
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thorns and un - be - liev - ing, Shal-low earth or ston - y ground.
eyes be-hold Your glo - ry Give us ears to hear Your Word.

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926-2024

Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati

Text: © 1997 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110002984

Tune: Public domain

Invocation
(P) In the name of the Father and of the *I« Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

Opening Sentences Isaiah 60:21; Psalm 92:13; Jeremiah 32:41
P Your people shall all be righteous; they shall possess the
land forever,

the branch of My planting, the work of My hands, that I
might be glorified.

(P} They are planted in the house of the LORD;

they flourish in the courts of our God.

P 1 will rejoice in doing them good,

and I will plant them in this land in faithfulness.



Confession and Absolution Colossians 1:13-14

(P] The Lord has delivered us from the domain of darkness

and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

P) Almighty God and Father,

we confess, as Your people, our need for Your merciful
kindness. We are prisoners of our own wants, our own
fears, and our own inborn sinfulness. Our actions and
interactions often fail as reflections of Your kingdom.
Our thoughts, desires, and actions are often borne out of
love for ourselves, rather than our love for others or for
You. Forgive us and free us, Lord, to love what You love
and go where You lead, all by the grace of our
Redeemer, Jesus Christ. Amen.

P}  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son, Jesus, to die
for you, and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of the Word and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the »I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Word
Introit Psalm 103:15-19; antiphon: v. 8

The LorD is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
As for man, his days are like grass;
he flourishes like a flower of the field;
for the wind passes over it, and it is gone,
and its place knows it no more.
But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to
everlasting on those who fear him,
and his righteousness to children’s children,
to those who keep his covenant
and remember to do his commandments.
The LoORD has established his throne in the heavens,
and his kingdom rules over all.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.



The LorD is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

Kyrie
(P)  Our hearts cry, “Abba! Father!”
Lord, have mercy.
P) To Jesus, our Brother, we plead.
Christ, have mercy.
P) Through the Spirit who seals our adoption:
Lord, have mercy.
Salutation

) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
@) Letus pray.

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to
be written for our learning, grant that we may so hear them,
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may
embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting
life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
Amen.
Old Testament Reading Psalm 124

If it had not been the LORD who was on our side—
let Israel now say—

if it had not been the LORD who was on our side
when people rose up against us,

then they would have swallowed us up alive,
when their anger was kindled against us;

then the flood would have swept us away,
the torrent would have gone over us;

then over us would have gone
the raging waters.

Blessed be the LORD,
who has not given us
as prey to their teeth!

We have escaped like a bird
from the snare of the fowlers;



the snare is broken,
and we have escaped!

Our help is in the name of the LORD,
who made heaven and earth.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 8:12-17

Verse

So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh. For if you live according to the flesh you
will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the
body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are
sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall
back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as
sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself bears
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if
children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ,
provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be
glorified with him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 40:8
P} Alleluia. The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth
chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the
sea. And great crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a
boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. And
he told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out
to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the
birds came and devoured them. Other seeds fell on rocky ground,
where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang
up, since they had no depth of soil, but when the sun rose they
were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away.
Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and
choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain,



some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. He who has ears, let
him hear. . ..

“Hear then the parable of the sower: When anyone hears the
word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one
comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This
is what was sown along the path. As for what was sown on rocky
ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately
receives it with joy, yet he has no root in himself, but endures for
a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of
the word, immediately he falls away. As for what was sown
among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of
the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it
proves unfruitful. As for what was sown on good soil, this is the
one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit
and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in
another thirty.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Children’s Message

Hymn: 577 Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast
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hun - dred - fold The  fruits of peace and joy.
truth re - ceive Its sav - ing pow’r may know.

Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.
Tune: The Whole Booke of Psalmes, 1562, London
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon



Apostles’ Creed

P

Offering

God has made us His people through our Baptism into
Christ. Living together in trust and hope, we confess our
faith.
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -~ everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

(P)
(P)
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With one voice, the church cries out,

“Abba! Father!”

Heavenly, holy Father, we praise You for Your unending
mercies, shown in Your loving faithfulness. Give us grateful
hearts that seek to praise You for Your fatherly goodness.
Abba, Father, hear our prayer.

Kind, compassionate Father, You made a place for us within
Your family through the sending of Your Son. May our
hearts, likewise, resemble Yours, mercifully caring for one
another in our fellowship.

Abba, Father, hear our prayer.

Sending, seeking Father, who received us through the Spirit
of adoption, we pray with urgency for those who have yet to
hear the Gospel, and for those who have ignored or rejected
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Your Word, that souls would be saved and the harvest might
increase.

Abba, Father, hear our prayer.

Lavish, loving Father, for those given to share Your Word,
we give You thanks. Bless all pastors and all those who
faithfully teach Your truth, and grant that the garden of Your
church produce abundant workers who will join You in
Your mission.

Abba, Father, hear our prayer.

Powerful, purposeful Father, Your Word accomplishes its
goal and brings peace and joy to Your people, even as they
suffer. [Specific petitions may be added.]. Bring them
healing and defend them in faith.

Abba, Father, hear our prayer.

Forever faithful Father, secure us in hope and faithfulness,
that we might flourish in the places You have planted us,
until the harvest that comes with the return of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itisin heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

(P

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you.



The Lord look upon you with favor and -1~ give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn: 921 On What Has Now Been Sown
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The pow’r is Thine a - lone To  make it sprout and grow. Do Thou
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in grace the har - vest raise, And Thou a - lone shalt have the praise!
es, Lord, and prayers re - ceive, And to Thy Word a bless-ing give.
low Thee to heav’n, our home. E’en so, a - men, Lord Je - sus, come!
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Tune: John Darwall, 1731-89

Text and tune: Public domain
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Assisting with the Service
Preacher  Rev. Eric Obermann
Elder Shane Rossow
Organist  Jayson Matasovsky
Acolyte Nora Freking & Karissa Daberkow
Usher Ron Gettler
We Remember in our Prayers
Leanne Oelke at Colonial Manor recovering from a fall
Faith Freking and Dodge Byam as they were wed 7/10
Our residents at Colonial Manor, Valley View, Golden Horizons in
Worthington, Accura HealthCare in Milford, Paynesville Health
Care Center, Good Sam in Estherville, Lakeview in Fairmont,
Good Sam in Jackson
Jackie Ward, Ladonna Driggins, Merlyn Rossow, Keith Kolander,
dealing with health issues
Stephanie Tordsen; Jerry Beech, friend of Roger and Beth Carlson; Paul
Obermann, father of Rev. Paul Obermann; Tim Rossow; Cathy
Henry, Randy Henry’s stepmom, Sandy Brown, sister of Vickie
Baumann; Jeff Meyer, friend of Bruce and Jan Bakalyar; Mitch
Voehl, son of Lila Voehl; Joyce Urmie, sister-in-law of Vickie
Baumann; Marla Holcomb, sister of Wade and Alan Salzwedel;
Diane Hansen, wife of Pastor David McDonald (Trinity
Brewster); Miles Ramsey, toddler cousin of Amy Altman; Pastor
Dennis Brech; Pastor Ben Rucker; Denny Daberkow; dealing
with cancer
Dan Altman, father of Adam Altman; Rich Polz, friend of Bruce and Jan
Bakalyar; Eric Rossow, son of Dennis and Connie Rossow; Chad
Kolander, brother of Keith and Corey Kolander; Curt Gates,
brother-in-law of Miles Voehl (Lila’s son), dealing with health
issues
Our Law Enforcement
Our Missionaries in the Field
Our Country and Our Military



July 26" 9:00 am
Outdoor Worship Service
Church Lawn (south side

along 5™ Ave. N)

& Potluck Picnic
- Bring a lawn chair to sit on.

- Potluck Picnic to follow in the Church

Basement.

- Special donations will be accepted for the
Immanuel Lutheran Teacher Salary Fund
(Look for one of the wrapped boxes to put
your donation into)

Invite your family and friends to join us!

OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS are with Faith Freking and Dodge Byam
as they were joined in marriage on July 10th. We pray that God would be
a cornerstone of their marriage.

A FREEWILL OFFERING was collected at the “Let Freedom in Christ
Ring” circuit-wide worship service that was held here at Immanuel last
Sunday, July 5th. The offering of $693 was given to our Immanuel
Lutheran School. Praise God from whom all blessings flow!



VOTERS MEETING is today, Sunday, July 12th right after the worship
service around 10:15 a.m.

SCRIP ORDERS will be taken during the summer months, however it will
only be once a month instead of once a week. Orders need to be turned in
to Amy in the office on the following Mondays:

e Wednesday, July 15th turn in by noon

e Monday, August 24th turn in anytime that day
We will still have local scrip on hand for Maynard’s, Cutting Image, and
SoJo. Just stop in the office and see Amy for those.

DEAR FELLOW MEMBERS OF IMMANUEL,
Jesus tells Peter "Feed my sheep."” The responsibility given to our
congregation is to make known the good news that Jesus died and rose
again for the redemption of all creation. We do this through supporting
the work that God has given us to do as church and school. As we come
to the end of this year’s budget on July 31, we are asking if you are able
to help continue to meet our weekly needs of $10,112. This is reported
weekly in the bulletin and you will notice a thermometer in the narthex
to show our progress. We are so thankful for the spirit of generosity that
God has given you. We know new challenges are rising as the cost of
living is increasing. Like St. Paul says, we thank God every day for you
all and your continual support of our ministry here at Immanuel. We
know that the church and school share a unique relationship in which we
each help support the budget through our various means. What this
means is that during the summer season, the church carries the burden
till school resumes in the fall. However, we also know that summer is
time to travel and get away for times of restoration. If you are able,
please keep sending your offering in every week, or reach out to Josh
Swanson or Amy at the Church office, and they can help you get signed
up with our online giving, Joyful Response. We thank God every day for
you, as you help us remember the work God gave us, "To feed His
sheep."

Blessings on your summer!

- Board of Finance

HELPERS NEEDED FOR VBS (VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL):

VBS is August 2nd-5th from 4:30-7:00 this year. There is a sign-up sheet
on the window in the narthex. Please sign-up if you’re able to help out.
The kids have so much fun when they come to VBS each year.



VBS TREAT DONATIONS: We will be serving a meal each night at VBS
and are looking for some help with providing cookies and bars for this.
We are specifically asking for scotcheroos, rice krispie bars, chocolate
chip cookies, peanut butter cookies, and sugar cookies. There is a sign-
up sheet on the window in the narthex listing what type of dessert and
how many to donate. Thanks so much for helping out!
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
AUGUST 2-5
4:30-7:00

CALLING ALL CHILDREN from age 3-year-old

and potty-trained to those who finished 4th grade this
spring to join us as we embark on this mission!
Bible lessons, crafts, games, music, and supper!

Pre-register: Call Amy in the office at 507-662-5718.
Families are welcome!

Students who finished 5th-8th grade this spring (and
high school), we need your help at VBS! If you are able
to help out please let Amy in the church know in
advance. If you can’t help every day that is okay.
Let us know what days you can.




DINNER DATE is a free meal for everyone in the community. It is held
monthly at the Lakefield Legion Hall from 5:00-7:00 p.m. There is a date
change for July. It is now Tuesday, July 14th. All are welcome for pulled
pork. Dinner Date is coordinated by St. Peter Lutheran Church.

DO YOU HAVE A POLICY WITH THRIVENT? Would you be able to do a
Thrivent Action Team for one of our many projects? For many of these
action teams, it’s a matter of getting the card and giving it to Amy in the
office to take care of. All you have to do is apply. Some projects include:

e Bibles for New School Families

e Homebound Mailings

e Sunday School Materials
Did you know that even if you do not have a policy through Thrivent you
can still do an Action Team? There is a $19.95 fee, but you still get a
$250 card to use towards a project. Contact Amy in the office or April at
Thrivent if you can help or want more information.

FRIENDS OF THE JACKSON COUNTY LIBRARY are now accepting
donations for the annual Book Sale! Donations will be collected now
through August 31st at the following locations: Historic State Theater in
Jackson, Sunshine Foods in Jackson, Lakefield Library, and Heron Lake
Library. Donations of gently used Books, Audiobooks, DVD Movies,
Music CDs, Games, and Puzzles are greatly appreciated! Please put your
donations in a bag or a box. For large donations, please call the library
and we will try to arrange a pick up time. Thank you for your donations!

HIT THE GREENS, CHANGE A CHILD'S LIFE: Enjoy 18 holes of golf at the
beautiful VValleywood Golf Course, Apple Valley, MN on August 10th at
1:00 p.m. Register online at https://campomega.org/event/golf/

Cost is $120 which includes golf, cart access, a taco buffet, and a drink
ticket. There will be chances to win game and raffle prizes. If you're not
a golfer, you can be a Hole Sponsor or a Meal Sponsor or just make a
kind donation. All contributions are warmly welcomed and are tax
deductible. This golf benefit will support Camp Omega Endowment
Fund to help send children to Camp Omega and experience the love of
Jesus. For more information and to register and/or donate for this benefit,
go to www.campomega.org. Thank you for your support and making a
change to a child's life. Any questions contact Deb at 612-720-7264 or
debv@campomega.org. The golf course is located at 4851 McAndrews
Road in Apple Valley.



Need a warm, delicious meal delivered right to your
door during an illness, or after a new addition to the
family? Our Church Meal Train is here
for you! We know life can throw
unexpected challenges—or beautiful
blessings—your way, and our church
family wants to shower you with love
(and good food) when you need it most. If you or
someone you know in our congregation could use a
little extra support and a hot meal, please don't
hesitate to reach out. Get in touch: Contact Lisa
Jennissen at 320-224-6242 to sign up or request a
Meal Train. Let us serve you!

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN SCHOOL REGISTRATION IS OPEN FOR THE
2026-2027 SCHOOL YEAR
Register online at: mytads.com/a/immanuellakefield

NEW PORTALS OF PRAYER for July through September are available on
the welcome center in the narthex in both regular and large print. Please
help yourself.

WE WELCOME all of our guests and visitors today. We invite you to visit
us again. If you have no church home and would like to make Immanuel
your church home, please speak to Pastor Obermann or one of the Elders
at the end of the service.

IF YOU ARE IN NEED OF PASTORAL CARE you may call the church office
at 507-662-5718, Pastor Obermann at 563-321-0032, or speak to one of
the elders.



THIS WEEK AT IMMANUEL...
Sunday, July 12

9:00 AM Worship

10:15 AM Voters Meeting
Monday, July 13

5:00 PM Board of Congregational Services Meeting
Wednesday, July 15

Scrip Order Due by Noon
Thursday, July 16

5:30 PM Board of Trustees Meeting
Sunday, July 19

9:00 AM Worship with Communion
Wednesday, July 22

5:30 PM Board of Ed Meeting

POINTS OF INFORMATION July 5, 2026

Current Fund received this past week... ..................... $10,496

Needed each week................cceceoeveienn... 810,112
Non-Budget Giving

Immanuel School....................c..ccovveveeeen ... $302

Building... . PSPPSR & & |
Current Fund recezved in June ................................. $23,011

Needed in June... ..841,914

Worshlpplng on Sunday 7/5 131
If you have any questions, please call Josh Swanson

Wondering where you can watch this service?
1. Facebook: “Immanuel Lutheran Church” at the time of the
service or any time after up to a month.
2. YouTube: “Immanuel Lutheran Church and School Lakefield” at
the time of the service or any time after.

Immanuel Lutheran Church and School
604 Bush Street, PO Box 750, Lakefield, MN 56150
507-662-5718
www.immanuellakefield.com
immanuel@immanuellakefield.com



